
 

News from Knox  -  Summer 2021  

A Report from the Board and Session:  As vaccinations increase and Covid 19 numbers drop in 

our community, we are beginning to plan for a time when we 

will be able to worship together in person.  As the province will 

be entering Phase 2 on June 30th, the Session is permitting 

small funerals (under 30 people) to take place in the 

sanctuary.  All Covid 19 protocols must be followed including 

pre-registration and mask wearing.  As we are waiting for 

more detailed guidelines from the government regarding 

restrictions in Phase 3, we will continue to worship online in July and August. The Board has 

arranged for a thorough cleaning of the church, as well as clearing some winged friends out of the 

sanctuary lights!   A big thank you to Presbyterian Women for their donation of $7000 and to Dr. Ian 

Begg for his memorial donation of $1000 in memory of his parents.  It costs about $1000/day to ‘run 

the church.’  These donations have supported over one week’s ministry at Knox! 

 

Staff Holidays: 

• The office administrator, Kathy Kestle will be on holidays from June 27th – July 24th and 

August 23rd – August 29th.  Please note that messages and mail will be retrieved daily and that 

cheques will be deposited every week, while she is off.  

• Our Children’s Ministry and Outreach Co-Ordinator, Meghan Brockington will be on 

holidays June 27th – July 15th and August 30th – September 7th. 

• Knox’s music director and organist, Martin Anderle will be on holidays the month of 

August. 

• The minister, Rev. Mavis Currie, will be on vacation July 20th – August 24th.     Several 

alternate clergy contacts will be left with the office administrator, the Clerk of Session and the 

Chairman of the Board of Managers in the event of a pastoral 

emergency.                                      

Knox “hits the road” (virtually):   On Sundays July 25th, August 1st, 8th, 15th and 22nd, Rev. 

Mavis will be taking the congregation (virtually) to some Presbyterian Churches around 

southwestern Ontario.  On these Sundays, we will have the opportunity to 

learn about some sister congregations, and see how they have navigated 

online services during the pandemic.  Alongside our minister, our services 

will be coming to us from St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church in Hamilton, Camp 

Kintail, Nassagaweya Presbyterian Church (where Rev. Reuben St. Louis 

serves), Crieff Hills Presbyterian Retreat and Conference Centre and Knox Presbyterian Church in 

Waterloo.   You can access these services in the usual way. They will be on our churc’s website, 

facebook page, and youtube channel Sundays at 10:30am.  



Tru Earth Laundry Strip Fundraiser – sponsored by Presbyterian Women 

 Are you tired of lifting heavy laundry detergent jugs?  Would you like to 

use less plastic in your life?  Want to get your laundry done, and help our 

church at the same time?  

By ordering Tru Earth strips through our church website you can help 

save the planet and support our congregation! Tru Earth is a  Canadian company that is committed to 

saving the planet, one load of laundry at a time!  They are partnering with our congregation, donating 

20% of the proceeds of each sale back to our congregation.  Go to the Knox website to order.  If you 

require more information, contact Donna Ellis at donnaellis782@gmail.com 

Already using Tru Earth laundry strips?  We’d love to hear your testimonial. Send it to 

m.currie@knoxstthomas.ca 

 

 

Chalk the Lot:  Wednesday July 21st (rain date July 22nd)  6:30-

7:30pm   Mark your calendars, families!  Bring your lawn chairs to the 

church for a time of decorating the sidewalk and parking lot and an 

opportunity to catch up.  Frozen treats will be provided!   

 

 

An Update from the Presbytery of London:  Most churches in the presbytery continue to worship 

from home.  A few of the country churches have been experimenting with outdoor services… weather 

permitting!     Oakridge, Westmount and St. Lawrence Presbyterian Churches in London are all in the 

midst of searching for new ministers.  The Presbytery has met every month over zoom during the 

pandemic.  This year, the court has reflected on its structure, seeking to simplify its work as we look 

toward the future.  Rev. Mavis Currie and Rev. Shelly Butterfield Kocis (the minister at Caradoc 

Presbyterian Church) have co-moderated the presbytery this year. Their term comes to an end in 

September.  Elizabeth MacLeod is the representative elder from our congregation who serves on 

presbytery.   

 

Welcome to the world, Eveyln Flora!   Bryce and Chelsea Jones welcomed a beautiful baby girl 

into the world in June.   They thank everyone from the congregation for 

their kindnesses and best wishes! 

 

Knox Graduates!   Congratulations to Abby and Bruce Holt, Steven 

Hartle, and Grant Ferguson who graduated 

from grade 12 this year, and to Ian Currie, 

who completed his University degree in 

Engineering from McMaster University in 

Hamilton.   Congrats also to Sophie Brown, 

Owen Noxell, Nicole Williamson, and Kara 

Mobberley who graduated from grade 8.  The Knox Rodney Outreach 

and Scholarship Committee were pleased to present Abby Holt and 

Steven Hartle with scholarships as they begin their post secondary 

studies.  
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Wedding Bells are ringing for Allison Bell and Mat Nash!  After 

having their wedding postponed last summer, rescheduled for fall 2021, 

then cancelled by the venue due to a zoning problem, Ally and Mat are 

getting married on July 24th!   Oh, and did we mention, that after a year 

of looking, they purchased a house in Shedden! Closing date is the 

same week as their wedding! Any couple who can survive that kind of 

chaos, should be good to go for the next 50 years!            

Congratulations, Ally and Mat!    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please Pray for: 

• Lynn Jones, who is recovering from a broken hip. 

• The family of Mary Taylor, as they continue to grieve Mary’s loss, and 

Marlo Taylor as she recovers at home after an extended time in ICU. 

• The family of Mark Tinlin.  Mark passed away on June 13th. 

• The family of Sandra Van der veen.  Sandra passed away on June 15th. 

• The family of Bill Campbel. l Bill passed away on June 20th. 

• All of those who are struggling with depression or other mental health diagnoses during the 

pandemic. 

• Those who are in the midst of tests or treatments 

• The Muslim community in St. Thomas and London following the tragic act of terrorism against 

the Muslim family in north London this month. 

• The indigenous people of Canada and all who work toward reconciliation and healing.   

 

Thank-you!  Beverly Tinlin and family wish to extend their gratitude to the 

congregation of Knox for the cards, flowers, donations and best wishes 

following Mark’s passing.  Your kindness has made a difficult time more 

bearable.   

 

 

Coffee in the Park  Most Wednesdays at 10:30am, Knox is meeting for coffee at Pinafore Park (by 

the shelter where we usually have the picnic).  Bring your own lawn chair, and coffee.  We sit in 

groups of under 15 people. (although we are permitted up to 25).   We do not meet when it is raining.  

Call the church to confirm!  

 

 

 

 


