
 

News from Knox  -  June 2021  

A Report from the Board and Session:   

The Knox Board continues to meet over zoom during the pandemic. The Session 

meets through email, unless there is a need for a zoom meeting.  Church staff have 

been working from home during the “Stay At Home” order.  Next week, Martin will 

again be recording music for online services in the sanctuary. Kathy is now working 

in the building, but the doors are closed to the public.  Rev. Mavis and Meghan will 

continue to work from home until Stage 1 of the province’s re-opening.  At the May meeting of the 

Board, the finances of the church were reviewed for the period Jan – April, 2021.  The pandemic has 

created some shifts in givings and in expenses in our congregation. Some of the highlights are below: 

 

Givings: 

Actual Weekly Envelope Givings 67,333.32            Budgeted Weekly Envelope Givings $86,000 

Actual Easter Envelope Givings   $10,565.00          Budgeted Easter Envelope Givings   

Audio Visual Givings - $2,331.75                              Budgeted Audio Visual Givings $1,750 

Canada Helps  Donations       $2,663                       Budgeted Canada Helps Donations $4,000 

Investment income  $25,448                                    Investment Income  $22,120.00  

The Board was also grateful to receive a donation of $7,000 from Presbyterian Women. 

 

Expenses:  The most notable discrepancies between actual and budget on the expense side were: 

Actual Choir Wages/ Guest Performers    $700      Budgeted Choir Wages/ Guest Performers  $3500 

Actual Custodial Cost  $468                                    Budgeted Custodial Cost  $3750 

Actual Church Repairs  $487                                  Budgeted Church Repairs $3333 
 

Summary: We are showing a net loss of $800 at the end of April, actual compared to budget.  A big 

thank you to all who continue to support our church with one-time gifts, regular weekly offerings and 

by sponsoring online services.   

A reminder that there are many ways to support the ongoing ministry of our church: 

• Via credit card (by going to the church website, and going to the heading marked “donate”); 

• By e-transfer using the office email office@knoxstthomas.ca (please make a note of your 

name and address when donating in this week, so that your gift can be acknowledged with a 

donation receipt) 

• Monthly through Pre-authorized remittance (simply drop a cancelled cheque off to the church 

office and let Kathy in the office know the amount that you would like to give on a monthly 

basis.  This amount can be changed at any time by calling the church office.) 
• By cheque sent or dropped off to the church office at 55 Hincks Street, St. Thomas, Ontario 

N5R 3N9. 

mailto:office@knoxstthomas.ca


Tru Earth Laundry Strip Fundraiser – sponsored by Presbyterian Women 

Are you tired of lifting heavy laundry detergent jugs?  

Would you like to use less plastic in your life?  Want to 

get your laundry done, and help our church at the same 

time?  

By ordering Tru Earth strips through our church website 

you can help save the planet and support our 

congregation! Tru Earth is a  Canadian company that is 

committed to saving the planet, one load of laundry at a 

time!  They are partnering with our congregation, 

donating 20% of the proceeds of each sale back to our 

congregation.  Go to the Knox website to order.  If you require more information, contact Donna Ellis 

at donnaellis782@gmail.com 

Already using Tru Earth laundry stips?  We’d love to hear your testimonial. Send it to 

m.currie@knoxstthomas.ca 

 

Upcoming Book Study on Zoom 

This month, we are reading “The Bookwoman of Troublesome Creek.”  

Thanks to Gail McHardy – Leitch for organizing our studies.  We will be 

discussing this book on June 17th at 2pm over zoom.  If you would like to 

join us, contact Mavis. 

 

Bible Study over Zoom:  Wednesday June 8th, 10:30-11:30am will be our 

last zoom Bible study before breaking for the summer. Would you like to join?  Contact Rev. Mavis 

Currie at m.currie@knoxstthomas.ca  The outline, passage and zoom link are sent out a few days 

before.  

 

Zoom cooking:  We’ll be having another zoom cooking class on Saturday June >>> at 4:30pm. 

Join in for 30 minutes of cooking together and have something new for dinner that night!  Please pre-

register by contacting Meghan at m.brockington@knoxstthomas.ca 

 

An Update from the Presbytery of London:  Due to the stay at home order, all churches within the 

presbytery have been worshipping online or through mail 

out devotionals.  Outdoor worship is permitted during the 

summer, as long as all physical distancing and masks 

precautions are followed.  Many churches are choosing to 

continue with online worship until September, when there 

is (hopefully!) a little more clarity regarding regulations.  

Oakridge, Westmount and St. Lawrence Presbyterian 

Churches in London are all in the midst of searching for 

new ministers.  The Presbytery has met every month over 

zoom during the pandemic.  This year, the court has 

reflected on its structure, seeking to simplify its work as we 

look toward the future.  Rev. Mavis Currie and Rev. Shelly 

Butterfield Kocis (the minister at Caradoc Presbyterian 

Church) have co-moderated the presbytery this year. Their 

term comes to an end in September. 
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Healing and Reconciliation   ….by Joy Wendling 

May 5 was MMIWG - Red Dress Day in Canada. This date was chosen to 

commemorate the Indigenous women who have gone missing or been murdered in 

North America. The acronym MMIW (Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women) was 

created by Indigenous journalist Sheila North Wilson and later the letter G was added 

for Girls. The symbol of a red dress was chosen by Jaime Black, a M�́�tis and Finnish 

Canadian artist from Vancouver to represent just one of the thousands of those 

murdered and missing. She was inspired by a group of women in Bogota, Colombia, 

who were demonstrating about their family members who had gone missing. Jaime 

brought the idea home and started The REDress Project, an ongoing art series. The 

idea of the red dress has caught on and spread across North America, and when you see red 

dresses hanging on trees and buildings, or worn at those sites, it is a reminder that Indigenous 

women and girls suffer from violence and inbred racism at an alarming rate. The colour red 

symbolizes many things, such as blood, love, and rage, among others. Some Indigenous teaching 

says that red is the only colour that souls can see, so red dresses show the lost souls of the 

murdered women and girls that they are remembered and honoured, and gives those who grieve their 

loss a feeling of closeness. Mainly, though, red just stands out and draws attention. 

Indigenous and non-Indigenous groups have been trying for many years to bring this issue to the fore 

of government and public concern with little progress. The REDress campaign has been an important 

addition to these efforts. Finally, in fulfilment of an election campaign promise the Federal 

Government created the National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls in 

2016. The final two-volume report of the inquiry was released to the public on June 3, 2019. It found 

that Indigenous people who identify as Two-Spirit, Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trangender, Queer, 

Questioning, Intersex and Asexual are also victims of violence and abuse. The final report is titled 

Reclaiming Power and Place - Understanding Violence Against Indigenous Women, Girls, and 

2SLGBTQQIA People. One of the most significant findings of the inquiry is that "no one knows an 

exact number of missing and murdered Indigenous women, girls, and 2SLGBTQQIA persons in 

Canada.” Estimates range from as low as 4000 to as many as 6000 and even this is considered low 

by many. When similar numbers from the USA are added, the figures are truly staggering. 

As we at Knox continue to learn about Canada’s relationship with 
Indigenous peoples, we are planning to recognize Red Dress 
Sunday and possibly sponsor a Red Dress event in May, 2022.  

“The more work that we do, the more awareness there is,” says 

Jaime Black. “[Red dresses] can be whatever we need them to be. 

If a family needs a place to come and connect to their loved one, 

the dress can do that for them. If we need to be educated, those 

dresses become a teacher. The dresses always tell a different 

story.”  

In the meantime, Orange Shirt Day is coming up on September 

30, and at our service on September 26 we will honour those who 

were students at Indian Residential Schools. 

PSIf any of you have a red dress you are willing to donate. please contact me at 

pj.wendling@sympatico.ca or 519-868-11248 and I’ll be happy to pick it up. 

https://www.cbc.ca/radio/thecurrent/the-current-for-december-7-2016-mmiw-winnipeg-public-forum-1.3883544/i-understood-because-i-was-one-of-them-sheila-north-wilson-on-creating-mmiw-1.3883730#:~:text=In%202012%2C%20Sheila%20North%20Wilson%2C%20coined%20the%20hashtag%20%23MMIW.
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