October Devotionals
The leaves outside our windows are turning from green to orange and red. The
temperature is dropping. Dark falls more quickly now. Autumn is a season of change.
If there is one thing that Covid 19 has taught us, it is that we all have a profound ability
to cope with change. As a society, as a world, we have quickly learned to navigate
changes in behaviour (who would have dreamed last September that we would all
have a selection of masks as part of our daily wardrobe!). We have, with perhaps a
fair bit of consternation, adapted to changes in plans and activities, thanks to health
guidelines and rules. Weddings have been delayed. Trips have been cancelled. On
the upside, for many, Covid 19 has prompted new habits and hobbies. People have
taken up puzzles, knitting, and walking. We have learned how to zoom, to worship over
the internet or the telephone, to garden and can and even order groceries over our
computers!
The ancient Greek philosopher Heraclitus wrote: “The only constant in life is change.”
This month’s devotionals focus on the theme of change. Where is God in the midst of
our life’s changes? What does God call us to change in our thinking, and in our
speaking and in our actions? Does God ever change His mind? How can we, as
people of faith, recognize God’s will, even when everything changes?
Below you will find a scripture for each day in the month of October. I invite you to
take a moment each day to be still in God’s presence, to read a word of Scripture, and
to reflect on the theme of change in your own life’s journey this month.
A dear friend shared this poem with me, just this week, as I was preparing our October
devotional. I found the words compelling and oddly fitting. I hope it is equally helpful
to you.
Dear Lord, today, I life up a prayer of unwavering hope. Life can be hard. It’s confusing to understand
your ways at times, and the bigger plan of life.

Lord, today, I choose to show up. You tell us that you can move mountains even if your faith is only
small as a grain of mustard seed, so here I am. Ready and willing to trust in You.
Lord, I pray that you move the mountain that is weighing me down. That you send a solution and
some peace to my heart today. May I press into my faith as I start this new month in front of me and
allow You to walk with me.
Calm my nerves, Lord. Give me fresh eyes of hope. Help me open new doors even if I don’t feel
confident. Give me an extra portion of grace as I adapt to great change and help me see possibility.
Amazing possibility and new opportunities. I’m ready Lord! I’m excited Lord! I’m expectant, Lord!
Lord, today I pray for any family and friends who need a miracle, who need compassion and who
need You.
I give this month to You, Lord. I’m ready for a blessing. In your name, I pray. Amen.

October 1st Jeremiah 26:13 Then Jeremiah spoke to all the officials and to all the
people, saying, “The Lord sent me to prophesy against this house and against this city
all the words that you have heard. 13 Now therefore amend your ways and your deeds
and obey the voice of the Lord your God; and the Lord will (b)change His mind about
the misfortune which He has pronounced against you.
October 2nd Ephesians 4: 22-24 To put off your old

self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is
corrupt through deceitful desires, and to be renewed in
the spirit of your minds, and to put on the new self,
created after the likeness of God in true righteousness
and holiness.
October 3rd Psalm 51:10 Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
October 4th Acts 9:1-9 But Saul, still breathing threats and murder
against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest 2 and asked him
for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any
belonging to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 Now as he went on his
way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven shone around him. 4 And falling to the
ground, he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” 5 And he said, “Who
are you, Lord?” And he said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6 But rise and enter the city, and you
will be told what you are to do.” 7 The men who were traveling with him stood speechless, hearing the
voice but seeing no one. 8 Saul rose from the ground, and although his eyes were opened, he saw
nothing. So they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. 9 And for three days he was without
sight, and neither ate nor drank.
October 5th Deuteronomy 31:6 Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or
terrified because of them, for the LORD your God goes with you; he will never
leave you nor forsake you.”
October 6th Joel 2:13 Rend your heart and not your garments.
Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and compassionate,
slow to anger and abounding in love, and he relents from sending calamity.
October 7th 2nd Corinthians 4: 16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly
we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 17 For our light
and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them
all. 18 So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is
seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.

October 8th Acts 3:19 Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out,
that times of refreshing may come from the Lord.
October 9th Romans 12:1-2 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s
mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true
and proper worship.2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by
the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—
his good, pleasing and perfect will.
October 10th Joshua 1: 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not
be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.”
October 11th Isaiah 43:19 See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not
perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.
October 12th Psalm 18: 2 The LORD is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my
God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield and the horn of my salvation, my
stronghold.
October 13th James 1:17 Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the
Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.
October 14th Genesis 32:24-30 So Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him
till daybreak. 25 When the man saw that he
could not overpower him, he touched the
socket of Jacob’s hip so that his hip was
wrenched as he wrestled with the man. 26 Then
the man said, “Let me go, for it is daybreak.”
But Jacob replied, “I will not let you go unless
you bless me.” 27 The man asked him, “What is
your name?” “Jacob,” he answered. 28 Then
the man said, “Your name will no longer be
Jacob, but Israel,[a] because you have
struggled with God and with humans and have overcome.” 29 Jacob said, “Please tell
me your name.” But he replied, “Why do you ask my name?” Then he blessed him
there. 30 So Jacob called the place Peniel,[b] saying, “It is because I saw God face to
face, and yet my life was spared.” 31 The sun rose above him as he passed
Peniel,[c] and he was limping because of his hip. 32 Therefore to this day the Israelites
do not eat the tendon attached to the socket of the hip, because the socket of Jacob’s
hip was touched near the tendon.
October 15th 2nd Corinthians 5:17 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation.[a] The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.

October 16th Ezekiel 36:26 And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put
within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of
flesh.
October 17th Matthew 4:17 From that time Jesus began to preach, saying,
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
October 18th Philippians 4:6-8 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brothers and sisters,
whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is
admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.
October 19th Proverbs 16:3 Commit to the LORD whatever you do, and he will establish your plans.
October 20th James 4:13 Come now, you who say,
“Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a
town and spend a year there and trade and make a
profit”— yet you do not know what tomorrow will
bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that
appears for a little time and then vanishes.
Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will
live and do this or that.”
October 21 James 1:22 Blessed is the man who
remains steadfast under trial, for when he has
stood the test he will receive the crown of life,
which God has promised to those who love him.
October 22 John 21:4-6 Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the
disciples did not realize that it was Jesus. 5He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t
you any fish?” “No,” they answered. 6He said, “Throw your net on the right side of
the boat and you will find some.” When they did, they were unable to haul the net in
because of the large number of fish.
October 23rd Ruth 1:16-17 But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn
back from you. Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will
be my people and your God my God. 17 Where you die I will die, and there I will be
buried. May the LORD deal with me, be it ever so severely, if even death separates you
and me.”

October 24th Esther 4:14 14 For if you remain silent at this time, relief and
deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your father’s family will
perish. And who knows but that you have come to your royal position for such a time as
this?”
October 25th Deuteronomy 31:8 And the LORD, He is the One who goes before
you. He will be with you, He will not leave you nor forsake you; do not fear nor
be dismayed.”
October 26th Proverbs 27:25 When the grass disappears, the new growth is seen, And the
herbs of the mountains are gathered in.
October 27th

Hebrews 13:8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever.

October 28th Ecclesiastes 3:1 For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under
heaven.
October 29th Hebrews 11:8 By faith, Abraham obeyed when he was called to go
out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out not
knowing where he was going.
October 30th Isaiah 40:8 The grass withers, the flower fades, But the word of our God
stands forever.
October 31st Isaiah 64:10 The mountains and hills may crumble, but my love
for you will never end; I will keep for ever my promise of peace.” So says the
LORD who loves you.

